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Commissioner Meeting February 17, 2026
[bookmark: _GoBack]            GRANT COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING February 17th, 2026

	The Grant County Board of Commissioners met in Regular Session February 17, 2026, at Elbow Lake, MN.  Chairman Walvatne called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m., with the following members present: Doyle Sperr, Dwight Walvatne, Bill LaValley, Troy Johnson, Ken Johnson.  Others present: Aaron Beyer, Matt Yavarow, Jenn Vipond, Logan Nelson, Nolan Rustand, Ashley Hokanson, Jon Combs, Tina McGrath, Elliot Johnson

Pledge	Those in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Agenda Approval	A motion was made by Troy Johnson seconded by Doyle Sperr and carried to approve the meeting agenda.

Minutes	A motion was made by Bill LaValley seconded by Troy Johnson and carried to approve the February 3, 2026, minutes.

Bills	A motion was made Bill LaValley seconded by Troy Johnson and carried to pay the bills:
	County General Revenue$159,693.71; Road&Bridge$77,345.03;Computer Fund $1,644.69; County Ditch Fund$432.00;SCORE Fund$1,093.98; Tax Forfeit Fund $75.00;Debt Service Fund-Courthouse Remodel$100.00;American Rescue Plan Act$100,000.00;National Opioids Settlement Fund$1,240.21.
	AJ’s Gas&Grocery$2,351.33,Amazon Capital$193.82,Lucy Anderson$80.00, Apex Engineering$14,748.76,Ashby Equity$6,957.88,Auto Value$897.25,Chippewa River Watershed$600.00,CINTAS$39.20,CMI Inc$252.39,Code4Services$255.20,Commissioner of Revenue$75.00,Culligan $368.53,Dooley’s Petroleum$879.45,Douglas Co Dept Of Public Works $4,267.86,Driggins Electric$806.00,DSC Communications$121.82,Ellingson Plumbing & Heating$1,377.00,Farmers Coop Oil$16,225.93,Grant County $6,156.26,Grant County Ag Society$58,589.60,Grant County Herald$3,084.52,Grant County License Bureau$1,285.50,Grant Co Lumber $719.75,Grant Co Recorder$92.00,Haley Oil$6,135.45,Horizon Public Health $1,240.21,Innovative Office Solutions$314.32,Ken Johnson$85.55,Troy Johnson $44.95,Katy Blume$98.13,Tyler Krueger$400.00,Kruize Plumbing & Heating $127.00,Lake Region Healthcare$100,000.00,Little Falls Machine$349.43,Locators & Supplies$249.81,Mathew Walz$162.96,Midwest Machinery$445.30,MN Ass of County Offices$1,200.00,MN State Auditor $46,156.50,Mission Mechanical$465.00,MN Bureau of Criminal Apprehension $205.00,Moore Engineering$1,680.00,Morris Electronics$12,831.64,Motorola Solutions Connectivity$1,035.00,NACVSO$400.00,Northdale Oil$859.42,Nuss Truck Group$247.82,Linda O’meara$32.89,Office of MN IT Services$1,094.75, Powerplan$3,904.32,Prairie Lakes Youth Programs$13,680.98,Precise MRM $276.00,Pro-Trainer$160.00,Pro-West$1,360.94,Road Rake Attachments $11,000.00,Runestone Telecom$531.34,Doyle Sperr$87.00,Summit Fire Protection$1,434.50,Sunset Law Enforcement$5,397.74,Towmaster$168.25, Traverse Co$13.03,US Bank$100.00,Vault Health$559.54,W.C. MN Narcotics Task Force$5,000.00,Wade Nibbe$950.00,Dwight Walvatne$284.20,Willie Westrom$125.97,Jennifer Winningham-Floden$92.47,World Class Auto Care $103.96,Ziegler$108.20 
 
Firearms Legislation	A motion was made by Bill LaValley to table discussion regarding the hunting legislation allowing rifles until the March 3rd Board meeting; motion failed with no second. 

A motion was made by Troy Johnson seconded by Doyle Sperr and carried to take NO ACTION and move to follow the state legislation allowing rifle hunting in Grant County.
Roll call vote: Ken Johnson-yes; Troy Johnson-yes; Doyle Sperr-yes; Bill LaValley-yes; Dwight Walvatne-yes

Highway	A motion was made by Troy Johnson seconded by Bill LaValley and carried to approve the CSAH 82 Final Payment of $21,336.39 and accept Certificate of Final Acceptance.

	A motion was made by Bill LaValley seconded by Doyle Sperr and carried to approve the Pelican Lake Township culvert bridge replacement contract.

	A motion was made by Troy Johnson seconded by Bill LaValley and carried to approve the kiosk purchase for CSAH 10 for $8,034.00.

Sheriff’s Office	Lifesaving awards presented to Deputy Rustan, Deputy Nelson, Investigator
Johnson. 

Human Resources	A motion was made by Bill LaValley seconded by Troy Johnson and carried to approve the Post Separation Health Insurance Contribution for Sheriff Combs.

	A motion was made by Troy Johnson seconded by Doye Sperr and carried to approve the appointed Interim Sheriff salary at $110,052.80.

	A motion was made by Troy Johnson seconded by Bill LaValley and carried to approve the Leave of Absence for the appointed Interim Sheriff.

	A motion was made by Troy Johnson seconded by Doyle Sperr and carried to table the payout of vacation for the appointed Interim Sheriff. 

	A motion was made by Troy Johnson seconded by Doyle Sperr and carried to eliminate the PERA/Cafeteria Plan benefit. 

Coordinator	A motion was made by Bill LaValley seconded by Troy Johnson and carried to approve the public member Strategic Planning Committee application of Aric Risbrudt.

	The Board Chair rescheduled the November 3rd, 2026, regular meeting to Thursday November 5th at 9:00 AM, with a 8:30 AM work session.

	County Board was informed of their invite to attend the annual Grant County Township Association meeting March 3rd, as well as the request from the Association to have the following department heads attend and share updates: Coordinator, Sheriff, Auditor, Assessor, Highway Engineer, Emergency Manager, Environmental Services/Solid Waste and Recycling.

	County Board was given the following AMC documents for review as the county starts preparing to draft a County Board Operating and Code of Conduct Guidelines document: Duties of a County Commissioner, General Ethics Guide for Counties, and the AMC County Board Operating Procedures Handbook.

	A motion was made by Bill LaValley seconded by Troy Johnson and approved the purchase of the PDQ App license for $1,650.00.

	Chair Walvatne recessed the meeting at 10:08 AM until 11:00 AM.

	Chair Walvatne resumed meeting at 11:00 AM for interview.

	Chair Walvatne recessed the meeting at 11:22 AM until 1:00 PM.

	Chair Walvatne resumed meeting at 1:00 PM for interviews.

	Board discussion on interviews and applicants. 

	A motion was made by Ken Johnson to offer the License Bureau Director position to Anita Volker; motion failed with no second.

	A motion was made by Troy Johnson seconded by Bill LaValley and carried to offer the License Bureau Director position to Mary Suchy.
Roll call vote: Ken Johnson-no; Troy Johnson-yes; Doyle Sperr-yes; Bill LaValley-yes; Dwight Walvatne-yes

There being no further business, the Chairman adjourned at 2:21 p.m.

_________________________________________
	Dwight Walvatne, Chairman

Attest:  ___________________________________
Christina Riley, County Coordinator
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